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The STATE of nd 
Charity-School, in 
Shakeſpear S-Walks, : 
Shadwell. 


> HERE are Thir- 
= Et <9 ty Poor Boys taught 
517 Reading , W riting, 

and Accounts; and 


when qualify'd, put out to 
Trades at the Charge of the 


Contributors, and under the 


Care of proper «Managers. 
It was the firſt Sc HoO L, of 
A 2 „ 


(4) 
any now in being among the 
Diſſeuters, where Children 
were ſo Tully taken Care of. 
Aud it may be of Weight 
with ſome to add, That the 
late Reverend Mr. HENRT, 
not only encouraged it by his 
Preaching, but directed a Le- 
gacy towards its Support. 


MaTTH. 


MATT R. 11. 8. 


Bring forth therefore Fruits 
meet for Ke pentance. 


N this Chapter we have an Ac- 
count of Fobn the Baptiſt's comi 

to Preach in the Milderneſ: of Ja- 
dea. The Doctrine he Preach'd was 
Repentance, and the Argument he in- 
forc'd it with, was the Kingdom of 
Heavens being at hand, ver. 2. The Succeſs of 
his Preaching was great; for Feruſalem, and all 
Fudea, and the Region about Fordan went out unto 
him, and were Baptized of him. confeſſing their 
Sins. ver. 6. Among others, even Phariſees and 
Saducees, and not a few of them, came to his 
Baptiſm, to whom he gives hard Words which 
they ſufficiently deſerv'd. In the 7th Verſe, 
and good Advice, in the 8th. Whether any of 
Us deſerve the Character of Generation of Vipers, 
I am not to enquire.” But the Counſel I am ſure 


is proper for us all, that we ſhould bring forth 
Fruits, meet for Repentance. | | 
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6 Of ReyexTance, and 


I SHaLL therefore ſpeak to theſe Words in 


the following Method. 


I. Cons1ver the Repentance here mention d. 
II. Wnar are the Fruits of it. 


HI. Susw the Meetneſs of bringing forth ſuch 


Fruits, and urge it upon ſuch as profeſs them- 
ſelves Penitents. 


I. Consiptxk that Repentance which was 
preach'd by this holy Fore-runner of our Lord, 
and afterwards by * Himſelf, and then by hi; 
Apoſtles, and which muſt and will be preach'd 
as long as Chriſt has a faithfull Miniſter in the 
World. 1 

Ir is call'd by St. Paul Repentance towards 
God. > Repentance from dead Works, and Repen- 
tance unto Salvation“, not to be repented of. And 
is made a Duty incumbent upon all Men with 
out any Exception or Limitation: For we are 
told by the Apoſtle, That God commendeth all 
Men every where to repent *; and by his e Maſter 
before him, That except we repent, we ſhall all 
periſh. 

| 1 HERE FORE it is of great Importance, that 
we underſtand the true Nature of it; becauſe how 
innocent ſo ever Error may be, in Matters of 
mere Speculation, a Miſtake in ſo momentous a 
Point upon which our Title to eternal Salvation 


is ſuſpended, may prove fatal, I confeſs, that 


this Doctrine, plain as it is, has been unhap- 


Matth. iv. 17. Ads xx. 22. Heb. vi. 1. 


4 2 Cor. vii. 10. * AQts xvil. 30. f Luke xiib * 


3 and 5. 
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ily perplex'd by ſcholaſtick Niceties; and where 
Men agree in the Main, their differing about 
Things which perhaps they had better never 
have ſtudy'd, may have no very ill Conſequence. 
But have we not Reaſon to fear that the Ac- 
count ſome Men have given of this Condition 
of the Goſpel-Covenant, has led many an un- 
wary Soul into everlaſting Perdition. I ſhall 
therefore give as plain an Account of it, as [ 
can poſlibly, and as full a one as I think ne- 
ceſſary; which I hope to do in the Compals 
of the Time aflign'd me. 


REPENTANCE then conſiſts in two Things; 


1. A CRAN BE of «Mind. 
2. A CHance of Courſe. 


1. A Crance of e Mind, or a new Turnof —+ 


' Thought. A true Penitent has another Way of 
thinking then he had before he was led to 
Repentance , While after his Hardneſs, and im- 
penitent Heart, he treaſur d up to bimſelf Wrath, 
againſt the Day of Wrath, Rom. ii. 4, 5. 

1. His Thoughts are turn'd upon ſpiritual 
Object; before, the World ingroſs'd 'em. He 
thought of nothing but what be ſhould eat, 
and what he ſhould drink, and wherewith he 
ſhould be cloathed, how to gratify his Ap- 
petites and Paſſions, and perhaps how to or- 
. der Matters, ſo that his Houſe ſhould continue for 

ever, and bis dwelling Place to all Generation; r. 
his was all he thought concerning what ſhould 


be after the Expiration of his own Term; ne- 


ver ſeriouſly thinking of his Paſſage into the 
World of Spirits, or what would befall him there; 


acting 


_— 
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Acting herein like a fooliſh Traveller, who pro- | 


peas with very great Care and Application to 
accommodate himſelf in his Journey, but takes 
no thought for his Reception and Subfiftance at 
the End of it. 

Bur now his Thoughts take another Turn, 
He believes there are Things, that he does not 
ſee, in which he is more concern'd than in 
what he does ſee. And ſo he looks unto Things 


which are not ſeen, which are eternal“, by that 


Faith which is the Evidence of Things not ſeen *, 
and his Mind is imploy'd about that inviſible Be- 
ing, who is the Rewarder of all them that diligent! 
feek him *, and into whoſe Hands he believes it is 
a fearfull thing to fall. 

Hz now looks upon his Soul, as a Thin 
worth his Care, and conſiders that he did not 
act judiciouſly when he let that paſs unregard- 
ed, and ſuffer'd his Thoughts to be monopoliz- 


ed by a dying periſhing Body. He takes into 


ſerious Conſideration, what a Condition his 
Soul is in, to appear before Gop, and in what 
Company it is like to be ior ever. He thinks 
of Angels and Devils as real Things, and not 
only the Creatures of a warm Imagination fit 
only to repreſene the Object of a Luſt or Paſ- 
fion. He thinks of that Feſuws, whom all the 
Angels of God worſhip, and the Devils are for- 
ced to obey; of what He taught, and did, and 
ſuffer d on Earth, and what He is doing Above, 
and what He will do when He ſhall come 
again from Heaven. | 2 

HE makes the Ford of Gov his Meditation, 
inſtead of filling, and vitiating his Mind with 


romantic and theatrical Vanities, or other 2 
muſe- 
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muſements, which, tho' perhaps leſs unbecoming 
the Digniry of the human Mind, ought not to 
engroſs the Thoughts of a wiſe Man, who 
conſiders that he has a Soul that may be loſt, 
and muſt be irretrievably fo, if all Diligence 
be not given to ſecure it. The beſt, if not 
the moſt of his Thoughts are now ſet upon 
that other Country, into which his departed Spi- 
rit muſt paſs, and where it muſt abide for ever: 
And the Method of his ſecuring its Admiſ- 
_ into a better Country, that is an Heaven- 
: 2. H1s Thoughts of theſe Things are right, -/ 
and juſt, I do not mean, that they are ade- 
quate, or always clear and methodical; But 
they are true and juſt, that is, according to 
Truth, he knows as be ought to know, and thinks 
accordingly. A 

He thinks rightly of God. The glorious Ob- 
ject is indeed Incomprehenſible by a finite 
Mind. Zopbar juſtly obſerves, That it is impoſſi- 
ble to find out the eAlmighty to Perfection“, and 
yet Gop did bear Teſtimony to Fob, chat he 
had ſpoken (and conſequently thought) of the 
Divine Majeſty, the Things that were right ”. 
The Wicked are repreſented as thinking Gov to 
be altogether ſuch a One as themſelves *: But a 
true Penitent has a right Notion of Go »'s be- 
ing a Spirit infinitely perfect, and conceives a- 
right not only of his Eternity,  Immatability, 

Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, but of his Ho- 
lineſs, and Juſtice and Truth. This is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to all Religion. For as it is a 
Contradiction to pretend * we ſincerely * 

x ' i 1p 


n 8 ———— 2 —— 
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ſhip a Being of whoſe real Exiſtence we are 
not certain, (he that cometh unto God muſt believe 


that Heis) ſo it is utterly impracticable to be- 


have ourſelves aright towards Gop, if we have 
not. juſt Apprehenſions concerning Him. Reli- 
gion 15 the Imitation of Him whom we Wor- 
ſhip, and if we know Him not in ſome good 
Meaſure, how ſhall we conform ourſelves to 
Him? This is acknowledg'd by the wiſer * 


Heathens, and moſt expreſsly declar'd by the Holy 


God f. | 
Tus true Penitent does alſo think aright of 


Gop's moral Government, the Inſtrument of 
which is his Law, which is Holy, Juſt and 


Good *, that what He requires is reaſonable, 
what He threatens, in Caſe of Diſobedience, is 
righteous, and that his Goodneſs ſhines in his 


repreſenting Himſelf as a Rewarder of all them 


that diligently ſeek Him a. \ | 
AN p that Gop does not govern reaſonable 
Creatures in ſuch a Way as He does other Be- 


 Ings, he concludes from the Nature of his own 


Soul, which he believes to be the Of-/pring and 
Image of the Inviſible God, and furniſh'd with 
Capacities for knowing, ſerving and enjoying 
its Creator. He does rightly think that there 
is a Spirit in e Man, which when the Duſt 
returns to the Earth as it was, {hall return to God 
that gave it *, And that Gop will one Day 


bring every Work into Fudgment, with every ſecreet 


Thought 


— 


| * 

* Oihwrr Koper taulois Ta Aoylte mala. Marcus 
Antonin. cap. 10. Set. 8. Plato collocavit Beatitudinem, 
&y Sms un 7% dyans x, &» Jeoporwres Th ge Y Gebr. 
Vid. Gataker. p. 360. + Matth. v. 48. Rom. viii. 
29. 2 Cor. iii. 18, Rom. vii. 22. Heb, xi. 6. 

r Eccl. xi. 7. 
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Thought whether it be good or whether it be evil *. 
That we muſt all appear at his Bar, who will 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and render to 
every one according to his Deeds *. 

H s has right Thoughts of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, That Jzsvs is the promiſs'd Seed, 
the e Meſſiah, the Anointed, the Sent of Gop, 
He whom God the Father ſealed © ; he looks upon 
it to be a true and faithful Saying, That Feſus 
Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners , and 
that there is no Salvation in any other ; no other 
Name being given under Heaven among Men where- 
by we muſt be ſaved . | 5 

Moxzover the Penitent thinks aright of the 
Terms of Acceptance with Gop. That CarisT 
will not ſave all without Diſtinction, but only 
ſuch as believe, and repent, and live according 
to the Rule of Gop's holy Word: According 
to thoſe Scriptures, If ye. believe not that I a 
He, ye ſhall die in your Sins. Except ye repent, 
Je ſhall all likewiſe periſh , and that without Ho- 
lineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

Axp farther conſidering the Corruption and 
Depravation of human Nature, how that 3» us, 
that is, in our Fleſh dwells no good Thing * (of 
which he begins by ſad Experience to be ſen- 
ſible.) He rightly thinks that the Influences 
of Gop's Spirit are neceflary to a Man's Re- 
generation and Sanctification, That a Man muſt 
be born of Water, and of the Spirit ©, and that the 
Spirit of Life alone in Chriſt Feſus, can make bim 
free from the Law of Sin and Death. , 
B 2 N 


— — 


Bee is Rem 2. G- * John vi. 27. 
4. Tim. i. 1. Acts iv. 12. * John viii. 24. 
Luke xiii, 3. * Heb. xii. 14, © Rom. vii. 
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In a Word, He thinks juſtly that his Reli- 
gion mult be gathered from the Scriptures, and 
that preſuppoſing the Principles of natural Re- 
ligion, the Subſtance of Chriſtianity as ſet forth 
in tne Goſpel is to believe in Jesus Curisr who 
| of God is made to us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and 

Santtification and Redemption. To follow his Ex- 
ample under the Influence of what He has de- 
clar'd concerning our future State of Happineſ; 
and Miſery, and in Dependance upon the Com- 


munications 'of his Spirit, without which we can 


do nothing. 

3. Hz thinks of theſe Things frequently. They 
are his Meditation Day and Night. They prels 
in upon him continually and he is glad they do 
ſo. They are laid up in his Heart and in bis 
Soul, He thinks of them whe» be ſits in the 
Houſe or walks by the Way, when be lies down, 
and when. be riſes up *, Such Thoughts are ha- 
bitual and cuſtomary, and attend him like his 
own Shadow. And tho' fometimes diverted 
upon neceſſary Occaſions they return as regu- 
larly as the Worldlings Cares, and in a word, 
poſſeſs his Mind in ſuch a Manner as he that 
ever knew what it was to ſet his Heart upon a 
very ingaging Object may eaſily imagine, for ſuch 


are not ignorant what it is co be abſent in Com- 


pany, and not to be alone in Solitude, to be of- 
ten times regularly enough doing one Thing, 


— yet very affectionately thinking of ano- 
ther. 


GL AND ſometimes the Penitent retires on Par- 
2 to think more freely, and to give ſuch a 

Vent to his Thoughts in Sighs, Tears, Words 

| and 
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and Proftrations, &c. As Prudence forbids 


when we have any mortal Eye upon us, and 


longs for the Return of ſuch Opportunities ; 
embracing them whenever they return without 


regard to ordinary Accommodation. Every Re-- 


tirement is to him an Oratory, and he had ra- 
ther be alone in a Lodge, in a Garden, or Cot- 
tage in a Vineyard, than in a crouded Theatre, 
or the Anti-Chamber of a Royal Apart- 
ment. | 


4- In the laſt Place, he thinks of theſe 


Things cloſely. If it could not be ſaid of him 


heretofore, that Gop was not in all bis Tbougbts, 
yet his Thoughts of Gop and divine Things 
were ſlight and tranſient, they made a ſhore 
Stay, and left but weak Impreſſions. They paſ- 
ſed as a Serpent upon a Rock, or an Eagle 
through the Air, leaving no Mark behind 'em. 
But now Men have great Thoughts of Heart, and 
the inward Thought of every one of them is deep. 


Spiritual Objects are kept upon the Imaginations of 


the Thoughts of the Heart *, what they think of 
bears with Weight upon their Spirits. Their 


Thoughts accuſe or excuſe, as the Caſe is, trouble 


Or rejoice, as the Matter requires. They dwell 
upon every proper Subject till their Hearts are 
affected: They muſe till the Fire burns. Their 
Thoughts are affecting, and the proper Paſſions 
are ſtirr d. From ſuch a Sight and Senſe of 
Sin, as is wrought in 'em by Gov's Spirit, 
Bleſſing their ſerious Endeavours, ſprings that 
Sorrow, Shame and Confuſion of Face, Which is in 
ſome Degree a Symptom in every Caſe of this 
Kind of that Contrition and Brokenneſs of Heart, 


which 


— 
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which is fo acceptable a Sacrifice to Gop, and 
of which you may every-where read and hear 
fo much in Penitential Sermons and Books of 
Devotion, that I ſhall not enter now upon that 
Matter, | 

4 Moxeover, when he thinks of the e Mercy of 
God, the Love and e Merits of Chriſt, the free 
Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, the Promiſe of 
Forgiveneſs to the worſt of Sinners, and the Readi- 
neſs of Got to aſſiſt and accept his ſerious re- 
turn to his Duty and Happineſs; the Mona- 
ments of Divine Grace in the Converſion and 
Salvation of notorious Offenders *, and the Patience 
of Gop towards himſelf, that he did not cut 
him down in his Sins, and long ago caſt him 
into that «Place of Torment, from whence there 
is no Redemption. When I ſay, he thinks cloſe- 
ly of theſe Things, he oftentimes feels ſuch 
Emotions of Soul in the Actings of Hope, 
Love, Gratitude and Joy as create a Pleaſure not 
to be deſcrib'd. 

Ax from theſe Mixtures and Succeſſions of 
various Paſſions which I have mention'd as the 
Reſult of deep and frequent Meditation, comes 

that Reſolution to change his way of Living, 
and intirely alter his Conduct without delay, 
which is immediately, and neceſſarily Prepa- 
ratory to his entring upon a Courſe of Holi- 
a and new Obedience. Which leads me to 
the 
7 2 Branca of true Repentance, which I call 
a Change of Courſe. It is another Way of or- 
dering one's Converſation, which the Scrip- 
ture calls ordering it aright ', and is the proper 
, | e 
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Effe& of thinking aright. The Penitent hav- 
ing chang'd his Mind, changes alſo his Mea- 
ſures, and finding himſelf wrong, and in Dan- 
ger of being bewilder'd to his Deſtruction, he 
forſakes bis Way ©, turns about and ſets bis Face 
Zion ward. When the Voice behind bim ſaying, 
This is the Way walk ye in ite, has effectualſy 
reach'd him. He is not diſobedient to the hea- 
venly Monition, but immediately endeavours to 
ſet his next Step right, and proceed no fur- 
ther in the Way that leads down to Death and 
Damnation. And Four Things he proceeds to 
without Delay. 

3 1. HE breaks his League with Sin, he was 
before a Servant to Sin-, in choſen Bondage 
co it. He now aſſerts his Liberty and proteſts, 
That henceforth he will not ſerve Sin » Thar 
Sin ſhall not reign in his mortal Body, ſhall not have 


Dominion over him *% He is made ſenſible that 
he had no Fruit in thoſe Things whereof he is now 
= aſham'd ©, and beſides that the End and Wages of 


= Sin will be Death. And therefore he will no 

| Longer yield wy a Servant to obey Sin, when the 
== Wages of that Service can be nothing but ever- 
= laſting Deſtruction. Thus Penitent Ephraim is 
© repreſented as ſaying, What have I to do any 

more with Idols . The Language of every ſin- 
cere Convert is, If I have done Iniquity, I will do 
ſo no more. Accordingly when the wonted Occa- 
ſions of Sin preſent, he ſhuns them. If Sinners 
entice him, he conſents not, and checks thoſe 
firſt Motions of Sin which he uſes to cheriſh, 
and refuſes to make Proviſion for the Fleſh, to ful- 
fil it in the Luſts thereof. 2. Hz 
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2. Hz takes off his Heart from the r 
that is, he no longer allows himſelf in the in. 
ordinate Love of it, he ſeparates himſelf from 
the Many that ſay, who Will ſhew us any Good *, 
In the Days of his Ignorance he minded no. 
thing but the Things that are in the World 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 
and the Pride of Life. He thought of no- 
thing but Eaſe and Pleaſure, Wealth and Ful. 
neſs, Honour and Power, and-plac'd Happineſs 
in theſe Things, and ſeem'd content to have 
bis Portion in this Life. But now he is ſenſible 
that Vanity, Diſappointment and Vexation of 
Spirit is the whole of a worldly Man's Inven- 
tory, and therefore repents heartily that he has 
ſo long ſought Satisfaction where it was not 
to be found; and ſo proteſts that he will not 
be put off with theſe Things. He charges his 
Conſcience to bear its Teſtimony againſt his 
worſhipping this Idol any longer. And he begs 
of Gop that he would tern away his Eyes from 
beholding Vanity *, and that by his Grace he may 
be enabled to wſe this World as not abuſing it ; With 
that Indifferency which the Apoſtle repreſents 
in ſo lively and elegant a Manner, Let rhoſe that 
bave Wives, be as tho they had none; and they that 
weep, as tho they wept not; and they that rejoice, 
as tho they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as tho 
they poſſeſs d not: becauſe the Faſhion of this 
World paſſetb away. He was before purſuing 2 a 
Shadow in the Paths of Death ; he now drops 
the Purſuit with a Contempt of ſo mean an 
Object, and a holy Scorn, that his noble Facul- 
ties ſhould be ingag'd in ſo mean an Adven- 


ture. 


= Pfal.ivo 1 John ii. 15, 16. * Pſalm cxix. 
* x Cor. vii. 29. 
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ture. The Charm is now broken, his Eyes are 
open and ſo he quits the vile Enchanter, and 
follows after Immortality in the ſafe, tho' ar- 
duous Ways that lead to it. As Saal who left 
following the Aſſes, and went in Queſt of a 
Kingdom e. | | „ 2 
2. He caſts off the Yoke of the Devil. The 
Prince of the Power of the Air, rules in the Cbil- 
dren of Diſobedience *, he leads them Captive at 
bis Pleaſure a, and therefore is ſtil'd the God of 
this World *, as well as the Prince of it . 
It is true, wicked Men are not aware of it, 
they know not whoſe Tools they are, arid 
whoſe Drudgery they do, ſo far from that, 


they are ſometimes apt to think they are do- 


ing God Strvice *; when under the Influence 
of the grand Apoſtate they are engag'd in Acts 
of the higheſt Rebellion againſt him. This 
was the Caſe of the perſecuting Fewiſh Zea- 
lots, and, as our Loxp foretold : Thus it was 
with Paul when breathing out Threatning and 
Slaughter, he werily thought he 7 i to do 
it. They may imagine they are ſerving. the 
Truth, when they need Repentante to the At- 
tnowledgment of the Truth, and are really in the 
Snare of the Devil. But when a Man comes 
to have his Eyes open, and thinks aright, he 
diſcerns how it ſtands with him, and imme- 
diately profeſſes his Deteſtation of the vile 
- Uſurper, and renounces his tyrannical Domini- 
on. He will no longer. ſerve with thar cruel 
Bondage, which being ſtupid and inſenſible he 
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formerly ſubmitted to. He reſiſts the Devil, 
and ' refuſes. to give Place to him. He ſets 
himſelf to War againſt Principalities and Pow- 
ers, and ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places, be- 
ing now appriz'd that under what Diſguiſes 
ſoever this Tyrant may appear, he is as a roaring 
Lion, and @ ranging Bear, and only tempts that 

he may deſtroy. 5 
4. Ht ſolemnly enters himſelf in the Service 
of the Great God under the Conduct of Jzsvs 
Cunisr the Captain of bis Salvation. Having 
proteſted againſt the Authority of thoſe other 
Lords, that have had Dominion over him, he 
{wears now Allegiance to his rightful Sovereign, 
declaring that by Him only he will make men- 
tion of his Name. That the Lord alone ſhall 
henceforward be exalted in his Soul. That he will 
Worſhip the Lord bis God, and Him only will be 
ſerve. Being convinc'd that all the preſent 
Encouragement he could have from his former 
Sovereign and General, was only a few mean 
Trifles, Bread of Chaff, and Grapes of Gall, 
Vanity and Vexation, and all the Wages he 
was to expect at laſt was Horror and Deſpair, 
to be tormented with him, and by him too, 
in that Place where the Worm never dies, and 
tbe Fire is not quench'd; he wiſely forſakes the 
infatuated Croud, whom he finds Fighting 
againſt Gop, reſolving to be on the Lord's Side, 
as being ſure that when the Warfare is ac- 
compliſh'd, when he has fought the good Fight of 
Faith, and has finiſhed his Courſe, he ſhall receive 
a Crown of Glory; ſhall be with Chriſt where be 
is, and behold bis Glory. In a Word, ſhall be 
perfect- 
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perfectly and for ever happy. And that in the 
mean Time, he ſhall want no Encouragement, 
Bread ſhall be given bim, his Waters ſhall be ſure, 
and the Place of his Defence, ſhall be the Mu- 
nition of Rocks, The Armory of Gov ſhall 
ſupply him with Sword and Spear of Celeſtial 
Temper, and with Shield and Helmet impe- 
netrable; he ſhall pur on the whole Armour of 
Go: He ſhall be ſent on no Service too 
hard for him, his Shoes ſhall be Iron and Braſs, 
and as his Day is ſo, ſhall his Strength be; in 
every Engagement he ſhall be ſupported by 
his invincible Leader, as well as at laſt be 
2 than 4 Conqueror through Him that loved 
im. 

Tavs I have ſhewn what is Repentance. 
He that has gone this Length may be con- 
gratulated as a true Penitent, but muſt not 
be flatter'd, as tho* he had no more to do. 
No, he is but juſt now enter'd into the Service, 
he muſt” be doing Duty till he is diſcharg'd 
by his Captain, let the Fatigue and Hazard at- 
tending it be ever ſo great. Tho' he have 
gone this Length, He is but juſt farted, and 
muſt not expect the Crown of Righteouſneſs which 
fadeth not away, if he do not finiſh bis Courſe, 
and run with Patience, the whole Race that is 
ſet before bim. If he Deſert, Mutiny, Strive un- 
lawfully, wander or tire before the Victory is 
gain'd, and the Goal reach'd, he loſes the Things 
which he has wrought, for 'tis only he that en- 
dureth to the End ſhall be ſaved. 

Hs is now planted by the Rivers of Wa- 


ter, and his Buſineſs muſt be co bring forth 
GA Fruit 
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Fruit in his Seaſon. He is in Curisr as a” 
Branch in that true Vine, but the Care of his 
whole Life muſt be to abide in him, and bring 
forth Fruit, to be filled with the Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs which are by Chriſt Feſus, elſe he will 
be caſt out as a Branch that is wither d and caſt in- 
to the Fire and burned ”. In the Words of my 


Text, he muſt bring forth Fruits meet for Repen- 
tance. And this leads me to, | 


II. Tux ſecond General Head, which is to 
ſnew, hat theſe Fruits are, which are ſaid to 


be meet for Repentance. 


You cannot expect a full Account of every 
particular Chriſtian Virtue in this ſhort Diſ- 
courſe, I muſt therefore content myſelf with 
telling you in general, That Fruits meet for 
Repentance, are all the Inſtances of Conformi- 
ty, and Obedience co Gop which He requires 
in his Word, as he calls us to them in the 
Courſe of his Providence. Our bleſſed L or p 
gives us a Summary of our Duty in theſe 
Words, Matth. xxii. 37, &c. Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all 
thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, This is the 
firfs and great Comma ndment. And the ſecond is 
like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy 
ſelf. And his holy Apoſtle St. Paul tells us , 
Taat tve Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, 
bath appear d to all Men, teaching us that deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs, and all worldly Luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
evil Vorld. The Fruits of th? Spirit (and they all 
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are meet for Repentance) are Lowe, Foy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
e Meckneſs, Temperance *®. And St. Peter tells us, 
'That we muſt add to our Faith Virtue, to Vir- 
tue Knowledge, to Knowledge Temperance, to Tem- 
perance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and 
to Godlineſs Brotherly-kindneſs, and to Brotherly- 
kindneſs Charity, and tells us, That then we ſhall 
not be barren and unfruitful, 8c. Finally, in the 
Words of St. Paul *, Whatſoever Things are true, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 
are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever 
Things are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good 
Report, &c. All the Particulars of this gene- 
ral Account may I think be reduc'd under 
Four Heads; which I ſhall briefly ſet before 
Ou. | 
, 1. GoDLiNtgss or Devotion. This takes in 
all the Duties which moſt directly and imme- 


diately refers to Gop. For tho' all Dut 


terminates ultimately upon him, as all Sin is 
ultimately againſt him ; yet, it is agreeable to 
Scripture to diſtinguiſh (tho' not ſeparate) 
what we owe to our Creator, and what to 
ourſelves and fellow Creatures. It is St. Paul's 
Expreſſion *. Herein do 1 exerciſe myſelf td have 
always a Conſcience void of Offence toward God, 
and toward Men. Now under this general 
word Godlineſs, is comprehended what our 
Underſtandings owe to Him, which is to Stu- 
dy, Contemplate and Meditate upon his Na- 
ture and Perfections, as far as we are able to 
make any Diſcovery of them, from his Word 


and 
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and Works. To believe all that He has reveal- 
ed concerning Himſelf, tho' we cannot recon- 
cile it to our prejudic'd Imaginations, or ful- 
ly comprehend it by our narrow Minds. To 
have a Care of being too curious in our En- 
quiries, and eſpecially of being dogmatical, 
in our pronouncing concerning Things unre- 
veal'd, and fo out of Reach. Under this Ex- 
preſſion alſo comes in that Love, Deſire after 
Him, and Delight in Him, that Fear and 
Reverence, that Truſt and Confidence, that 
Submiſſion to his Preceptive Will, and Reſig- 
nation to. his Providential ; in a Word, all 
thoſe inward Regards, which an enlighten'd 
and renew'd Soul has towards Him ; concern- 
ing which I cannot now ſpeak particularly. 
Here alſo are to be plac'd Prayer, Reading, 
and Hearing the Word, receiving Sacraments, 
Ce. which tho' they are truly Inſtrumental Du- 
ties, yet are alſo properly eAts of Homage and 
Devotion. 

2. SOBRIETY or Purity, This comprehends 
the Main of our Duty to ourſelves, which is in 

ſhore to govern-our Appetites and our Paſſions 
by right Reaſon, that is, Reaſon ſanctify'd by the 
Spirit of God, and directed by his Word. This 
is call'd cleanſing ourſelves from all Filthineſs both 
of Fleſh and Spirit. From the beaſtly Filthineſs 
of Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, and riotous Liv- 
ing, Of Fornication, Adultery, Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, and all Sorts of Laſciviouſneſs 
and Uncleanneſs, not only ſuch as it is a Shame 
to mention, but ſuch as it is impoſſible to diſcover, 
becauſe done alone, and ſo without a Witneſs, ex- 
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cepting only that of a ſtifled Conſcience, which 
will one Day accuſe, and a forbearing Gop who 
will at the laſt Day avenge, if true Repentance 
do not intervene. This Cleanſing alſo refers to 
the deviliſh Filthineſs of Hypocriſy, Malice, 
Wrath, Paſſion, Envy, Delighting in the Sin, 
and rejoicing at the Calamities of others; Mo- 


roſeneſs, Fretſulneſs, Diſcontent and ſuch like, 


which are Sins of never the leſs Turpitude; 
for their being perhaps not ſo ſcandalous, as 
thoſe before mention'd; for theſe latter are the 
main Lines of the Devil's Image, who tho' he 
does his utmoſt to promote the Filthineſs of the 
Fleſh, can Practice only that of the Spirit. Op- 
poſite to both theſe is, that Temperance, Cha- 
ſticy, Modeſty, Meekneſs, Contentment and 
Command of Temper,. whereby a good Man 
keeps his Heart pure, and in that Purity con- 
verſes with a holy Gop here, and ſhall ſee Him 
bereafter 4. 5 

z. Tus Practice of all ſocial Virtues, that is, 
doing all the Good to our Fellow-Creatures 
which is comprehended in that general Expreſ- 


ſion of loving our Neighbour as ourſelves. Fuſtice 


obliges us to do no Man any Wrong, and Cha- 
rity requires us to do every Man what Good we 
can. We muſt not Wrong ; our Neighbour of any 


Honour or Regard which is due to him from - 


the Relation in which he ftands to us. We 


muſt not hurt his Body, much leſs his Soul, his 
Life, his Chaſticy, his Property ; and his good 


Name, we mult never violate in Thought, Word 
or Deed. But on the contrary, we are to do 


him 
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him all the Service we can, as to both his ſpi- 
ritual and temporal Concerns, according as the 
Providence of Gop puts Opportunities into our 
Hands. Thus that Command runs, To do good 
and te communicate, forget; not for with ſuch Sacri- 
fices, God is well pleas d. A, we have Oppor- 
tunity let us do good to all Men, eſpecially to ſuch bs 
are of the Howſhold of Faith . Nor is the Cale of 
Enemies here excepted, for our Bleſſed Lord 
who is the beſt Expounder of the Law, has re- 
quir'd us to Love our Enemies, ts bleſs them that 
curſe us, to do good to them that hate ms, and 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us, and perſt- 
cute us *, | 

Unpezr this Head may be brought in that 
very neceſſary Duty of Diligence in our partica- 
lar lawful Callings. Without which Men are 
uſeleſs ro Society, and conſequently not fit to 
be Members of it, unleſs providentially diſabled, 
and then have a juſt Right to be maintain'd by 
the Contributions of others. For thus the Apo- 
ſtle Paul has determin'd the Matter, That f 
any Man will not work, i. e. imploy himſelf in 
ſome Buſineſs or other for the good of Man- 


kind, neither ſhould be eat, he pronounces ſuch 


to walk diſorderly, and exhorts Men by the Lofd 
Feſws Chriſt to work and eat their own Bread b. 
The Neglect of this makes Men not only uſe- 
leſs, but burdenſome to the Community, pat- 
ticularly diſpoſes them to ſeveral Vices, for 
which they deſerve to be treated as the Peſts 
of Society. Hence ariſe Thefts and Robberies 
(oftentimes uſhering in Murders.) Yea, Sedi- 
tions and Rebellions. To ſay nothing that en 

re 
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Sort of People are at beſt Buſy-bodies in ot bes 
eMens Matters, how idle ſoever they are as to 
their own, and create more Miſchief than per- 
haps they deſign d, or thoſe who encourage them 
are at firſt aware of. | 

I Mi6Gnr here alſo mention the Concern 
which every good Man ought to have for the 
Publick, according to his Station, the Good of 


which he ought to prefer to any private tem- 


poral Intereſt of his own, if they happen to 
interfere. But I muſt leave theſe Things in ſhore 
Hints, and refer you for a farther Account to 
Books and Treatiſes which are in your Hands, 
or may eaſily be procur'd *. 

I SyarLt conclude, with that moſt ne- 
ceſſary Fruit of Repentance, Humility, upon 
which ſo much Streſs is laid by the beſt of Men 
that tis commonly, and I think juſtly ſaid, So 
much Humility as a Man has, ſo much Grace has 
be; and no more. I ſhall not refer you particu- 
_ larly to ſeveral Texts in which it is recommend- 
ed, but only obſerve, How fit it is to be ac- 


counted a Fruit meet for Repentance, When 
every Penitent acknowledges himſelf to have 


deſerv'd by every Sin the Wrath and Curſe of 
God, both in this Life, and that which is to 
come; and that in his beſt Eſtate he holds but 
the Rank of a pardon'd Malefactor; and there- 
fore has no more Reaſon to ſwell and ſtrutt, 
and bear himſelf high, than a Wretch condemns 
ed for the moſt execrable Crimes has, when he 
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has received a Pardon at the Place of Execution. 
Pride could never become an Angel (and we 
know to what a Fall it brought em) much lefs 
a mean, ſinful, wretched Worm, who owes it to 
mere Mercy that he is not in the deepeſt, 
darkeſt, and hotteſt Place of Hell. I do not 
ſpeak this in the leaſt Derogation from the other 
Virtues, but only to remark how peculiarly it be- 
comes ſenſible pardon'd Duft and Aſhes to be 
clothed in Humility », and go in that Dreſs all 
their Days. For I am under the 


III. General Head, To ſhew the Meetneſs of 
all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs for Repentance, 
i. e. How fir, proper and becoming it is for 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves Penitent, to bring 
forch the Fruics of Holineſs, or in the Words of 
the Apoſtle, live in all holy Converſation and God- 
lineſs *. And here I would repreſent, 


1. Thar all this is our Duty antecedently to 
the Conſideration of our being Penitents. It is 
not a Task impos'd upon us by way of Penance 
for our former Tranſgreflions, which otherwiſe 
would not have been expected from us. No; ſerv- 
ing God is the Buſineſs of the Angels and Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect in the Upper World, 
and would have been ours, if we had never fal- 
len. It neceſſarily Reſults from our being Crea- 
tures endu'd with Reaſon and made capable of 
Religion; inſomuch that no Authority can diſ- 
charge the Obligation we are under, not even that 
of Gov Himlelf, while He continues to us the 
Ule of thoſe Powers he has given us. 
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2. BEST DI this, We are under farther Obli- 
gations in Point of Gratitude. He that was be- 
fore our Creator and Benefactor, is now our Re- 
deemer and Saviour; He has reconcil'd us by the 
Blood of his Son, not only Reprieves when He 
might have executed Judgment immediately, but 
given us a full Pardon, and received us into Fa- 
vour. The Traitor if he had never offended, 
would have been bound by his Allegiance to 
his natural Sovereign; but the Act of Grace 
lays him under freſh Bonds, and an after-A of 
Rebellion would receive vaſt Aggravation from 
his former Pardon. This is the Penitent's Caſe, 
and therefore I may uſe the Words of Elihu , 
Surely it js meet, to ſay unto God, 1 will not offend 
any more. That which J ſee not, teach thou me; if 
I bave done Iniquity, I will do no more. When the 
Prodigal Son was receiv'd with ſuch ſurprizing 
Tenderneſs, and re-admitted into the State and 
Condition of a Son, when he only deſir'd to be 
made as one of the hired Servants, how firong 
were his Obligations to filial Duty, and how 
monſtrous would his future Diſobedience have 
appear'd. | 

. Evzry Penicent engages himſelf by Pro- 
miſe, Vows and Oaths, to a Life of Holineſs, 
when he is paſling thro' that Scene I have de- 
ſcrib'd in the former Part of this Diſcourſe, it is 
impoſſible he ſhould omit the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
teſtations, that he will hereafter be a new Man 
and lead a new Life, if Gop will receive him 
to favour. And is it not meet that he ſhould 
keep his Vows, and obſerve the Oath with 
which he bound his Soul in the Day of his 
| D 2 Di- 
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Diſtreſs, when his Bones waxed old thro' bis roar- 
ing all the Day long, and bis Moiſture was turm d in. 

to the Drought of Summer v? Need I fill my Mouth 
with Arguments to prove a Thing ſo perfect. 
ly conſonant to the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind? | | 
4. A Pzxx1TtxxT would otherwiſe act the 
moſt inconſiſtent and unaccountable Part that 
can be imagin'd, was he really ſorry, almoſt to 
Diſtraction, that he had offended Go p and ex- 
pos'd his Soul to Vengeance ; and does he yet 
think himſelf at Liberty to take the ſame Courſe 
again? Was he aſham'd and confounded to think 
how he had miſpent his Time, neglected Go Dd 
and his own Soul, and is this imagin'd to be in 
conſiſtcency with his returning as a Dog to his Vo- 
mit, and a Sow that is waſhd to her wallowing in 
the Mire *, Either he was diſtracted when he 
underwent the Pangs of the New-Birth, or he is 
not now in his right Mind if he queſtions his 
Obligation to live a new Life. And is it not 
meet that Men ſhould act rationally and con- 
ſiſtently? Tho' they venture to mock Gop will 
they Unman themſelves. Remember this, and 
ſhew yourſelves Mien. 

+ 5. Bur I muſt add to all this, That our pre- 
ſent Peace and our everlaſting Happineſs depends 
upon our bringing forth the Fruits of Righte- * x 
ouſneſs. And & it not meet that he who profeſſes 
Repentance unto Salvation, ſhould take Care to the 
utmoſt that he fo uſe the Means as to obtain the 
End. For I muſt deſire you to conſider ſeriouſ- 
ly, that Repentance without Fruits, will carry a Man 
no farther towards Heaven“ than Fazth withogt 
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Works, In Dependance upon either of theſe, 
Men deceive themſelves to their eternal Ruin. 
And how abſurd ſoever it may be to imagine 
we ſhall be ſav'd by a dead Faith, it is as fooliſh 
to expect it by an unfruicful Repentance. And 
there's a Circumſtance in this latter Caſe, that 

agravates the Matter of Folly on the Side of 
ſuch a Penitent. The Belzever fits till and dreams 
of Heaven and Happineſs, as what he is choſen 
to, and ſhall obtain without his ſeeking. But 
the Penitent has taken Pains, and gone thro? a 
melancholly Scene, he has choſen to eat bitter 
Herbs, has paſs'd perhaps many a Night without 
Sleep, or has been ſcar d with Dreams, and ter- 
riß d with Viſions, fo that he bas water d his 
Couch with his Tears. In the Diſtreſs of his Soul, 
he has deny'd himſelf pleaſant Meat, and ſome- 
times neceſſary Food, He has refrain'd the Plea- 
ſures of Mirth, and Wine, and Muſick, and 
when he might have been in the moſt agreea- 
ble Company, - has retir'd into a Corner, and 
been ſolitary and alone, as a Sparrow upon the 
Houſe-top. He has beat down bis Body, and 
pierc'd his Soul thro' with ſorrowful Thoughts, 
neglected, it may be, the Opportunities of Gain 
or Preferment, while he was intent upon his 
Soul, beſides expending that upon Charit 
which might have prov'd a confiderable Addi- 
tion to his Subſtance. And after having doreg 
and ſuffer'd all this, it proves in vain, to all 
ſaving Purpoſes, as much as the Soliſidian's cheap 
and eaſy Whimſies. And that it will be in vain, 
if he do not do Merkt meet for Repentance 
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in the Bible which aſſert the Neceſſity of Per- 
ſeverance in a Courſe of Holineſs, to the Salva- 
tien of the Soul. The Caſe of ſuch a Penitent, 
is like that of a Man who with great Expence 
and Labour brings together Timber and Stones, 
and hews and frames 'em with a great deal of 
Pains, and without putting them together, ex- 
peas a Houſe to dwell in. Or one that Ploughs 
and Sowes, Digs and Plants, and without farther 
Care and neceſſary Cultivation, expects a Crop 
in the Seaſon. No Words can repreſent, no Ima- 
gery can paint the Folly of ſuch as expeR the Sal- 
vation of God, in a Way not warranted by, nay, 
expreſsly contrary to the reveal'd Mind of 
Gop in his Word. From whence I muſt far- 
ther cell you, That nothing will ſupply - the 
Place of this fruitful Repentance. 

Nor the making a Profeſſion of Religion, and 
enjoying the choiceſt Privileges of the Goſpel, 
I mean the external ones) Think not to ſay, 
We: have Abraham to our Father *®. Think not to 
ſay within yourſelves, We are Chriſtians, we 
are baptiz'd by regularly impower'd Officers, 
and that according to the true Deſign of CRS 
in the Infticution. We are in Church-Fellow- 
ſhip, have conſtant Sacraments, a pure Wor- 
ſhip, and regular Diſcipline ; and every Thing 
is according to the Pattern in the Mount. We are 
Members of the beſt conſtituted Church in the 
World. So was Fudas, and Thouſands of others 
now in the Place of Torment. 

Traxx not to ſay, But I underſtand the Goſpel, 
and am of a right Belief. I hold firmly the Or- 
thodax Faith of the Cathdlick and Primitive 

| Church, 
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not to ſay within yourſelves, I not only conſtantly 
worſhip Gop in Publick, but keep up Worſhip 
in my Family (tho' I wiſh more could truly ſay 


ſo, this laſt being a Duty ſcandalouſly neglect- 


ed) I am zealous for the Reformation of Man- 
ners, I give Alms, and contribute to ſu 


the Goſpel, and ſeveral Publick Works: Nay, I 


am not a Stranger to Faſting, and other Au- 
ſterities, &c. K 
Ars! Thus many have ſaid, and ſaid ic 
truly, whoſe Voice ſhall never be heard among 
the Multicude of the Heavenly Hoſt, amd to 
whom Cyuz1sT will never ſay, Come ye Bleſſed. 
In a Word, ſay what you can in Evaſion of 
this plain Truth, That without Holineſs no «Mas 
ſhall ſee the Lord; it will ſerve no other Pur- 
poſe, but to deceive your ownſelves, and ftu- 
pify Conſcience for a while. But out of this 
Dream, if you do not wake into a fruitful Re- 
pentance, you will awake in everlaſting Fire. 
BRING forth therefore Fruits meet for Repen- 
tance. And the Occaſion that brings me here re- 
quires I ſhould now put you in Mind to practice 
one of thoſe ſocial Vertues which I have told you 
bare ſuch Fruits, I mean Charity, The Objects 
you have before you, and the Sight ſpeaks. I ſhall 
only ſay, That of all Charities theſe Schools ſeem 
the nobleſt. Such a Number of Children de- 


cently cloth'd, carefully taught the Principles of 


Religion, and qualify'd to be put out to uſeful 
Callings, are to a Mind rightly turn'd a 'more 
agreeable Proſpect, not only than the common 
Pomps and Vanities of the World, but than (if 

I may ſo call them) the ſpiritual Vanities of 
magnificent Churches with all their Paintings 
and 


the Fruits meet for-it. 332 


Church, in Oppoſition to all the damnable He- 
refies that wicked Men have brought in. Think 
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Juke ORB the* I have warn 4 ye 
ſabſtic uting Charity in theRoom of the reft e 
- Siſter Graces, and again aſſure yon, chat ment 
giving Alms will never bring an II. Kier i 
Heaven, any more than mere Sabbath Seepings? 
which * s.fome of the Jewi about 
Saviour's Time thought ſufficient,) Notwithfſi 

ing this, ay, I would exhort you-notiros 
glet any Opportunity of ſhewing that 
is not your Gad, eeing you cannot enjoy it 
ever ; 3nd then you 5 a Maſter uhöoſe Smiles 
are worth more then Gold, yea, tben much 
Gele, by being ready to part with what. yon C 
ſpare 1 in promoting a Work which has ſo viſible: 
A ang not only to a Temporal, bar 
PN Wooly a ä E bes ; 
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